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President’s Message
Historically hops have been grown in our beer and brat-loving state, and
for a brief post-Civil War period the industry experienced what is referred to
as the Wisconsin Hop Craze. During this boom era for the flowery crop
Wisconsin even overtook the production numbers of New York state, the
nation’s leading hop producer and claimed that title itself. Today the surge
in craft brewing is again creating a demand for a high quality, local hop
supply. The UW Clean Hop Program supports the growth of the Wisconsin
hop industry.
On Monday, August 8 at 6:30 p.m. we will meet at the home of Jerry Clark
to view his hop plantings and learn about the Clean Hop Program, hop
varieties, and production practices related to soil fertility and fungicide
applications. Bring a lawn chair. Refreshments will be provided.
This year's WIMGA meeting is included in the Upper Midwest Regional
Master Gardener Conference in the Wisconsin Dells September 14-17th.
You can still register to attend and experience the great tours and
speakers lined up for this bigger-than-most-years event with the theme
"Helping Nature Thrive".
For more details see the official conference website click here.
Laura Kasdorf, CVMGA Co-President
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Calendar of Events 2016

August
8
CVMGA Meeting, Growing Hops, at the home of Jerry Clark, 12783 115th Avenue,
Chippewa Falls, WI
September
12
CVMGA Meeting, Straw Bale Gardening, Joy Lancour, location TBD.
14-16 Upper Midwest Regional Master Gardener Conference, Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin
Dells, WI

Visit us on Facebook. Search for Chippewa Valley Master
Gardeners Association
CHIPPEWA COUNTY MASTER GARDENER INFORMATION
2016 BOARD of DIRECTORS
Co-Presidents:

Sharon Bergstad (2016)
Laura Kasdorf (2017)
Secretary:
Sandy Kenner (2016)
Treasurer:
Shirley Blizek (2017)
Membership Director: Mary Jo Fleming (2017)
Directors at Large:
Sue Crisp (2016)
Steve Hesselberg (2016)
Joy Lancour (2016)
Sue Larson (2016)
Elaine Olsen (2016)

CVMGA Committees
Pollinator Garden:
Mary Jo Fleming
bingnjo@charter.net
Think Spring Seminar:

Laura Kasdorf
wolterkasdorf@sbcglobal.net
(715-726-1963)

Exhibits/Activities:

Mary Jo Fleming
Linda Stockinger
ldstocking@aol.com

Programming:

Laura Kasdorf

Bluebird Trail:

Mary Jo Fleming

Elections are held each November.

Newsletter Deadline

UW-Extension Office Contacts, 715-726-7950

Information for the Master Gardener Newsletter is
due by the 15th of the month, for the next month’s
newsletter.

Jerry Clark, Crops & Soils Agent, jerome.clark@ces.uwex.edu
Heather Lubs, Administrative Assistant III, hlubs@co.chippewa.wi.us
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CVMGA Committees
Master Gardeners Association has a variety of
committees our volunteers can participate in.
Please see the descriptions below and contact the
committee lead if you are interested in helping.
Pollinator Garden Committee: Help plant, label,
and manage the native plant pollinator garden at
Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds.
Think Spring Committee 2017: Help organize
venue, speakers, and vendors for 2017.

Exhibits/Activities Committees: Keep our master gardener exhibits up to date and work on activities that we can use at venues such as fairs and
other events where we are invited to display what
we do.
Program Committee: Work with the board to set
up programs and activities for CVMGA members.
Bluebird Committee: Organize a schedule for
the nesting season and plan work parties to clean
and repair boxes on the Old Abe Bluebird Trail.

Volunteer Oppor tunities
Articles for the Herald Telegram and the MG newsletter
If interested in writing articles for the Chippewa Herald Green Space column, please let me know. Articles
are to be 600-700 words and written with a conversational tone. A photo or graphic and be included as
well. Articles will be due on Friday of each week. If interested, please let me know and I will put a schedule
together.
Use your creative writing skills to share your knowledge of gardening with the Chippewa Falls community and
the Master Gardeners. Contact Jerry Clark at 715-726-7955 or by email at jerome.clark@ces.uwex.edu

Pollinator Garden Update
The pollinator garden was blooming for the fair and received lots of praise. If you haven’t had a chance to see
it, the fairgrounds are always open. There are several new additions to the garden space. The Bloomer Middle School Art Club painted bees and butterflies on the newly painted building behind the garden. Next year,
when the plants reach full size, they will appear to be flitting above them. A special thank you goes to Mary
Ann Gumness, a Bloomer art teacher, who supervised the project. CVMGA also donated a sign identifying
the planting as a pollinator garden.

Mary Jo Fleming
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Chippewa Valley Master Gardener Exhibit
at the 2016 Northern Wisconsin State Fair
This year’s fair booth was all about pollinator gardens and monarchs and caterpillars and kids. The
booth kept the volunteers busy answering questions, giving presentations, making butterfly craft projects, and
trying to keep Linda Stockinger’s little caterpillars healthy and active. “Be gentle” and “They’ll tickle” was the
advice of the day. We used plastic models of the different monarch stages to give the real guys a break over
the weekend. Over 330 visors were made and whole families listened to the story of monarchs. There were
many requests for information from people who wanted to know more about pollinators and what to plant in
their gardens. We had a list of plants that we used in our fair garden and native plant catalogs for those who
requested them. The booth drew a lot of attention this year, and the volunteers enjoyed it as much as the
kids. Thanks to all our volunteers who put in long hours and made the booth a success:
Linda Stockinger, Mary Jo Fleming, Sue Larson, Gail Fox, Elaine Olson, Sue Crisp, Stacey Bucheger, Laura
Kasdorf, and Sandy Kenner. Mary Jo Fleming

September 14-17, 2016

Chula Vista Resort • Wisconsin Dells, WI

SAVE

Keynote Speakers:

Jerry Apps - born and raised
on a Wisconsin farm, is Professor Emeritus at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison and the
author of more than 30 books,
many of them on rural history
and country life.

THE DATE
R affle s
Waterpark

Dr. Stanley A. Temple - Beers-Bascom
Professor Emeritus in Conservation at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
Senior Fellow at the Aldo Leopold Foundation.

Silent Auction

September 14 - Registration and welcome reception
September 15 - Tour Day - Six tour options

Prizes

wcase
Vendor Sho

September 16 - Three educational breakout sessions, six choices per session
September 17 - Educational breakout session with six choices and closing

www.midwestmgconference.wordpress.com

