
Chippewa Chatter - March 16, 2020
Welcome to your weekly addition of the Chippewa Chatter!  We are looking forward to sharing with you the 
latest and greatest in the 4-H world in weekly updates.  

An EEO/AA employer, the University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 
programming including Title IX and American with Disabilities Requirements.

Check out our Facebook & Instagram page @ chippewawi4h

The 9-12 Grade U.S. Adventure Experience registration is now open!  
Youth in grades 9-12 will be venturing to Missouri this year.  Stops include:  
Mark Twain’s hometown, St. Louis Arch, the City Museum, Grant Farms, 
the St. Louis Zoo and MORE!  Youth will build their understanding of 
American culture and history on this experience.  The experience will be 
held June 8-12 and the cost of $500 includes all lodging, meals, 
admission and transportation.  Registration and a deposit of $250 is due 
March 10.  The remaining fees will be due May 11.  Registration and more 
information can be found here:  St. Louis Experience

YQCA (Youth for the Quality Care for Animals) will be again required for 
specific animal exhibitors at the Northern Wisconsin State Fair in the 
following species:  Dairy, Beef, Swine, Sheep, Goat, Rabbit and Poultry.    
Youth must take this course yearly and provide documentation to the fair.  
The first face-to-face session will be offered by Jerry Clark on Monday, 
March 30 at 6:15  PM at the Eagleton Town Hall.  Youth must be 
pre-registered for the program at https://yqca.learngrow.io/Account/Login 
and there are limited seats.  One more face-to-face option will be available 
in May or youth can opt to take it online.  Youth over 18 can only take the 
online option. 

We will be having a LEGO Mindstorm Introduction Class starting Tuesday, April 7, 2020.  This class will cover 
the building and basic commands of the EV3 robot.  This class is for 5th-12th grade and is limited to a total 
of 8 youth.  Parents are welcome to take part and help their youth, plus if there are open computers, you 
can do your own!  The class will be challenging!  Basic computer knowledge is helpful, but not necessary.  
For more information and to get signed up, contact Scott Hansen.  Registration and contact information can 
be found here:  LEGO Robotics

The Chippewa County 4-H Engineering Challenge is back!  We will again be testing your skills for the bridge 
building.  Also this year we will be testing your skills and ideas to build a wind powered car and new this year 
is the bottle powered car!  This is self-guided contest that is open to all 4-H members.  The competition will 
be held at the Teen’s Volleyball Tournament on March 15, 2020 at the Chippewa Falls Middle School 
beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Cost of supplies to participate are $10.00 which will consist of your bridge building 
supplies.  Supplies can be purchased directly from Scott Hansen or from the Chippewa County Extension 
Office.  For more information, a complete set of rules, or if you would like Scott to visit your club, contact 
him at 715-568-4260 or by email at pizzacutter4x4@hotmail.com  Additional information can be found 
here:  Engineering Design Challenge

Join us on Saturday, April 4, 2020 at the Howard Town Hall for a 4-H 
Rabbit Project Learning Clinic.  Shelly, the Chippewa County rabbit project 
leader, will help youth learn how to pick out a rabbit, answer 
showmanship questions, grooming and care, feeding, diseases and first 
aid, different breeds, and much more.  Cost of the clinic is $5.00 per 
youth which will include the lunch and materials.  RSVP’s are requested 
and fees are due by March 27, 2020 to the Chippewa County Extension 
Office.  Registration can be found here:  Rabbit Clinic

The 5-8 Grade WI Adventure Experience  registration is now open!  Youth 
will be venturing to Green Bay, WI from June 16-18.  Stops include:  The 
Menominee Nation Museum, Lambeau Field, Bay Beach Nature Preserve 
and Amusement Park, and touring and eating at a pizza farm on the way 
home.  Youth will build their understanding of Wisconsin culture and 
history on this experience.  The cost of $175 includes all lodging, meals, 
admission and transportation.  Registration is due by May 15 and is open 
to the first 45 youth.  Registration and more information can be found 
here:  5-8 Grade WI Adventure Experience

The Dog Program is underway planning for its’ 2019-2020 Educational 
Opportunities.  Dog Obedience Training will begin on Thursday, March 12 
at the Woodmohr Town Hall.  Youth have the option of taking the class 
from either 6-7:15 pm or from 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm.  Youth do not have to 
be enrolled in the Dog Project to take the class.  The fee is $20 and 
payable to Chippewa County 4-H Leaders Inc. and enrollment forms can 
be sent to chippewa4hdogproject@gmail.com or both can be brought the 
first night of class.  Registration Materials can be found here and all three 
must be submitted:

Dog Info Form Vaccination Form Enrollment Form

Dog will also be having a learn in on March 21 at the Lafayette Town Hall.  
Please email Missy at chippewa4hdogproject@gmail.com if you are 
interested in attending. 

Chippewa County 4-H Camp offers an excellent opportunity for 
youth to make new friends, learn new camping skills, and enjoy 
the outdoors. Again this year, the Chippewa County 4-H Forest 
Scholarship Committee has awarded funding to the 4-H Leaders 
to help offset the registration fees. 4-H camp registration is open 
to 4-Her’s between now and June 15.  Overnight campers are 
youth in grades 3-8 and day campers are in grades K-3.  Friends of 
4-Her’s registration opens 

Overnight camp is July 26-29 and Day Camp is July 27.   Follow 
these links to register:  
Overnight Camp Day Camp

The Foods & Clothing Revue will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2020 at 
the Lafayette Town Hall (please note, this is a NEW location).  The Clothing 
Revue will be held at 10 a.m. followed by the Foods Revue at 1 p.m.  Please 
follow the registration links below for more information and registration:
Foods Revue Clothing Revue

Dear 4-H Families,

Once again, I find myself humbled by the support within the Chippewa County 4-H program.  I cannot 
believe the changes in events in the last week and how quickly they’ve happened.  I appreciate the patience 
you have given me as a staff to figure things out and the opportunity to figure things out collectively to 
continue 4-H programming.  That being said, due to state mandates and changes over the weekend, all 
in-person 4-H programming has been suspended until at least April 10th.

What does this mean for 4-H programming?  If your club or group is scheduled to meet, consider its’ 
importance and utilize a web meeting platform like Zoom or Google Meet.  Both of these have free options 
and if you need support using either platform, please let me know.  I will be coordinating efforts to meet 
remotely for groups that have meetings next week such as camp counselor interviews and Snack Bar.   
Please communicate with me if you are a club advisor, committee chair etc., what needs you have for the 
next few weeks so when this passes, we will operating once more on full cylinders towards summer.

4-H staff from around the state are developing plans for 4-H programming like e-project meetings, 
education for meat animal project youth and more.  Stay tuned for these offerings!  

What does this mean for staff?  I will be working remotely for the next few weeks.  This means email will be 
the best way to contact me.  If you need me to call you, please include the best number to call in your email 
to me and I will call you from my cell phone if it is urgent.  I do plan on stopping into the Extension Office 
once per week, if able, to pick up items I need to work remotely. 

As of right now, the Courthouse is still open and as we’ve seen, this could change too. Your best bet is to 
mail all registrations, program materials, etc. to Chippewa County 4-H, 711 N. Bridge St Room 13, Chippewa 
Falls, WI 54729.  Please help our support staff and those who remain working in the Courthouse by utilizing 
the mail rather than stopping in.  

I have been brainstorming ways over the weekend to provide high quality programming to deliver to our 
families and any family who is left searching for activities for their child being home.  If you have any ideas, 
or anything you’d like to see, please let me know.  

I am truly looking forward to the day that programming returns.  In the meanwhile, please enjoy your 
families and spend some time together.  John Wooden, UCLA Bruin Basketball Coach known as the Wizard 
of Westwood, once said “Never let the things you cannot do prevent you from doing the things you can.”  

Best,

Heidi Vanderloop
Chippewa County 4-H Program Coordinator
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