
Chippewa Chatter - Nov. 9, 2020

Welcome to your weekly addition of the Chippewa Chatter!  We are looking forward to sharing with you the 
latest and greatest in the 4-H world in weekly updates.  

An EEO/AA employer, the University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 
programming including Title IX and American with Disabilities Requirements.

Check out our Facebook & Instagram page @ chippewawi4h

Registration for WI 4-H’s Fall Forum is now OPEN!  Traditionally held in 
Green Lake, the conference has now been moved into your living room!  
The keynote speaker of the conference will be Jennifer Sirangelo, CEO of 
National 4-H Council, which will be held Friday night.  Throughout Friday 
night and Saturday, youth and adults will engage in hands on learning 
sessions that they pre-register for.  Topics range from working with DNA 
to virtual icebreakers to yoga! The program fee is $20 for this great 
learning opportunity. A virtual awards ceremony will also be held for WI 
4-H’s Hall of Fame More information and registration can be found here:  
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wi4hvolunteers/2020-fall-forum/

The Foods & Clothing Revue will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2020 at 
the Lafayette Town Hall (please note, this is a NEW location).  The Clothing 
Revue will be held at 10 a.m. followed by the Foods Revue at 1 p.m.  Please 
follow the registration links below for more information and registration:
Foods Revue Clothing Revue

Dear Chippewa County 4-H Families,

I am writing you today as the weather feels more like summer than it does a November day and thinking 
about my 4-H youth and families. I am confident they are continuing to “make the best, better” during this 
time, developing life skills, and taking advantage of this time to continue independent or virtual project 
work.  While I tend to be a glass half-full person, I also need to be realistic that with cold weather 
approaching and more people being inside, some of our traditional winter programming is going to have to 
be transitioned to support a no-contact, virtual space.  With no clear end in site, I am looking for your help to 
help me and the volunteers in Chippewa County to provide some input on winter programming.  

The first area I’d like to ask for some help in providing input is the Shooting Sports program.  The committee 
meet in October and decided to create a survey to help them move forward in their planning for this winter.  
If your family plans on taking any Shooting Sports discipline this year, please fill out this survey:  
https://forms.gle/Mrmks1JUfkLUX4Pm7 by December 1st.  You will also receive an email reminder closer to 
that date.  The more people who fill out the survey, the more the group can help provide opportunities 
during this time.

The second area I’d like to receive feedback on is Clover College.  Erin Plombon and I sought out advice from 
the planning committee earlier this fall and we would like to gather some information from participants.  
Ideally, the plan would be to break up by age range over three Saturdays to offer project learning; however, 
we are exploring alternative options as we are unsure when it will be safe to meet again indoors.  If your child 
is in grade K-6, please fill out the this survey about make and learn options for Clover College:  
https://forms.gle/57jRkBZTscCN64nw8.  If we are able to meet in person and have a clear indication that we 
can by early December, that is the committee’s first choice.  We understand that youth are spending a lot of 
time learning virtually and want you to know that we hear you and want to have ample time to plan. 

Clover University programming will be postponed or have options virtually in the next few months.  If you 
are willing to lead a virtual project meeting (can include supplies or have youth get their own supplies) for 
youth in grades 6 and up, please let me know.  We will work on providing as much as we can as our 
resources allow.  

This past weekend, several youth and adult volunteers attended Wisconsin 4-H’s Fall Forum and were 
encouraged to “try it on.”  I encourage your youth, family, and club to try on learning in a virtual space when 
the opportunity comes.  I understand having “another Zoom” isn’t for everyone and you never know how 
much fun you’ll actually have when you are doing hands-on learning on a Zoom.  I am willing to meet with 
any club and offer education, if they are willing to try it on or this is a great opportunity for older youth to 
lead during this time!  Please feel free to reach out to me via email or using my cell phone (715.307.4686) if 
you would like to talk more about 4-H during this time.

Best,

Heidi Vanderloop Benson 

The 5-8 Grade WI Adventure Experience  registration is now open!  Youth 
will be venturing to Green Bay, WI from June 16-18.  Stops include:  The 
Menominee Nation Museum, Lambeau Field, Bay Beach Nature Preserve 
and Amusement Park, and touring and eating at a pizza farm on the way 
home.  Youth will build their understanding of Wisconsin culture and 
history on this experience.  The cost of $175 includes all lodging, meals, 
admission and transportation.  Registration is due by May 15 and is open 
to the first 45 youth.  Registration and more information can be found 
here:  5-8 Grade WI Adventure Experience

Due to Wisconsin 4-H’s policies on gatherings and WFU Kamp Kenwood not allowing 
rentals this summer, all camp programs, day and overnight are cancelled.  Refunds will 
be issued once staff are back in the office, no later than July 1.  

The counselor team and committee will be meeting soon to create at home camp 
learning opportunities for your families!  We will see you July 18-21, 2021 for next year’s 
camp program!

Under current Wisconsin 4-H and UW-Madison guidance, groups of 10 or less 
indoors and up to 50 outside are able to meet with the program approval form.  
In Chippewa County, we currently have had six clubs or groups receive approval 
to conduct club meetings and more.  We are working through upcoming large 
meetings such as the Quality Meats October meeting and this requires ample 
time to happen.  Please provide at least 10 business days before your 
meeting/program/project meeting so Heidi can work with you and program 
leadership to have your program successfully approved.  We look forward to 
having more small in person programs happen in the near future! 

Discover 4-H is coming!  This six week SPIN (Special Interest) Club is open 
to anyone interested in learning more about the 4-H program.  The 
program will kick off with an informational night about the 4-H program, 
followed by six weeks of hands-on learning opportunities, ending with a 
celebration.  Please encourage any family who is thinking about joining 
4-H to participate in this program.   The registration fee is $15 and includes 
all materials, except for basic school supplies (ie markers) and perishable 
items. 4-H program membership is not required at the end and the 
program will help connect families to local clubs.  More information and 
registration can be found here:  https://bit.ly/31SbGw1.   Please share on 
social media to help expand our reach!

Chippewa County 4-H is holding a t-shirt design contest!  Every other 
year, Chippewa County updates its’ clothing designs and we are looking 
for youth to design the shirt.  A computer generate image is preferred; 
however, a paper drawing will work as well.  The Leader’s Council will 
select the top 3 designs at their October meeting and open them up to 
families for the t-shirt design concept that is used.  

To save on costs, it is preferred that it is single color print, and no more 
than two colors.  It also must include the 4-H clover and Chippewa 
County 4-H on it.  Please email your submission to Heidi at 
heidi.vanderloop@wisc.edu

Chippewa, Dunn & Eau Claire County 4-H is once again holding STEAM 
Day Camp from 9 am to noon, Saturday, October 24.  This partnership 
with Blugold Beginnings is a great opportunity for youth to engage in 
Science & the Arts.  It is open to all youth in grades 3-6.  This year the 
program has been adapted to take place on Microsoft Teams and will be 
conducted virtually.  The $25 fee will include a t shirt and materials to 
complete all the learning sessions.  More information can be found here:  
STEAM Day Camp

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wi4hvolunteers/2020-fall-forum/&sa=D&ust=1605641335712000&usg=AOvVaw0eXBws-buzHnH0sDFvwQ3a
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/03/Foods-Revue-Entry-Form.pdf&sa=D&ust=1605641335736000&usg=AOvVaw0Z8pLrJAO6b0BRQUWwEuPA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/03/Registration.pdf&sa=D&ust=1605641335736000&usg=AOvVaw3XgJSoNPeVsg9GLNPWBr7E
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://forms.gle/Mrmks1JUfkLUX4Pm7&sa=D&ust=1605641335835000&usg=AOvVaw3O6ncrAdJIrzkuanm4IV76
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://forms.gle/57jRkBZTscCN64nw8&sa=D&ust=1605641335835000&usg=AOvVaw11X8Y0Z78xTHCDX9dDwRlE
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/02/Registration-2020-2.pdf&sa=D&ust=1605641335841000&usg=AOvVaw3bKvqpEvZ5jOj7ZiCfF3NA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bit.ly/31SbGw1&sa=D&ust=1605641336052000&usg=AOvVaw1HHxTEDrKFQkHIFrCEC39q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/older-youth-opportunities/fall-steam-day-camp/&sa=D&ust=1605641336089000&usg=AOvVaw2OjLYiD_w1DDuC5E1WYiWG

