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As of June 8th, Wisconsin 4-H is allowing virtual and no-contact 4-H programming.  
“No-contact” programs are defined as programs that:  cannot be conducted virtually, are 
held outdoors,  have only one youth or household engaged at a time (Note: household 
members may help ensure a child is never alone with an adult),  are staggered so there is 
no contact, if more than one youth/household is engaged, and any shared equipment is 
sanitized between uses.  This could include things such as staggered horse individual 
instruction, dog obedience etc., supply sharing through curbside pick up or delivery and 
managerial 4-H projects.  

By July 1, Wisconsin 4-H hopes to allow small gatherings of up to 10 individuals, with 
safety precautions.  More information to follow regarding safety considerations for 
gatherings.  Groups of 50 or more will not be allowed for considerable time - so please 
start making plans into fall how to accommodate club functions, events or meetings.  If 
you have any questions, please let Heidi know.

The Chippewa County 4-H Engineering Challenge is back!  We will again be testing your skills for the bridge 
building.  Also this year we will be testing your skills and ideas to build a wind powered car and new this year 
is the bottle powered car!  This is self-guided contest that is open to all 4-H members.  The competition will 
be held at the Teen’s Volleyball Tournament on March 15, 2020 at the Chippewa Falls Middle School 
beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Cost of supplies to participate are $10.00 which will consist of your bridge building 
supplies.  Supplies can be purchased directly from Scott Hansen or from the Chippewa County Extension 
Office.  For more information, a complete set of rules, or if you would like Scott to visit your club, contact 
him at 715-568-4260 or by email at pizzacutter4x4@hotmail.com  Additional information can be found 
here:  Engineering Design Challenge

Dear Chippewa County 4-H Families,

As I woke up this morning, much like every morning, thinking about my day ahead and what my plan was for the 
day, both personally and professionally, and just like each morning in our new home, Jason and I sat and ate 
breakfast together.   The conversation centered around what we would have been doing if this was any other 
year.  We would have been at the fair and the preparation for the swine show would have been in full swing.  
Youth abuzz washing their animals, hoping that they had the champion pig that year or running their 
showmanship Q&A in their head, to be the best in their age division.  We reminisced on a time that wasn’t 
straight out of the Twilight Zone and relished in the memories that we have had in the fairs we’ve been involved 
in.

As I looked on social media, many of you are doing the same.  Wishing your animals their final goodbye, talking 
about what would have been, participating in the 7 Days of the Northern Wisconsin State Fair Challenge and it’s a 
different way to “end” the 4-H year.  The fair is a pinnacle of the 4-H year, not the end, 4-H is year round!  

Back in March, there was a night in the barn where I was in tears and Jason just listened.  I was in tears because of 
what youth were losing out on and how much my role as an educator was changing.  All of the emotions were 
coming out through these tears and after I was done talking and crying, Jason’s response to me was, “Heidi, you’ll 
find a way to reinvent yourself in your role and 4-H.”  

After reflecting over the past few months within my own work and what our clubs are doing, we are reinventing 
the way 4-H looks like and the youth experience is in our program without losing out on the fundamental 
purposes of what 4-H is.  While your club meetings may look and feel different, we are still giving youth the 
opportunity to learn and lead in our program.  While a project never turned into an exhibit, youth still engaged 
with the experiential learning process, with the support of a parent or trusted adult.  For those who have 
participated in 4-H Family Fun nights, we are challenging youth how to creatively build relationships in an online 
community.  I encourage our families to continue to showing up and challenging their own growth to continue 
“making the best, better.”

I understand virtual learning is not everyone’s cup of tea, yet, for some, this might be an opportunity to learn a 
new skill or project at home in their living room.  I would encourage your family to check out Wisconsin 4-H’s 
Virtual Learning Community here  https://bit.ly/3iufzxx to learn more about what your family can learn about in 
the next few weeks.  If you would like to submit a proposal to teach, please reach out to me about the process.   I 
would love to see Chippewa participate in the learning online or by participating in one or more of the challenges 
in your own home.  I am excited about the potential this has to help us move towards providing more education 
statewide, especially in project areas that might not have the volunteer support.  

I hope you all find some time to reflect on the last few months to realize what you’ve learned about yourself 
throughout this time.  I also encourage you to look to the future and get excited about the possibilities.  While we 
may not have the answer to what things look like in a few months, we can still dream and learn through the 
process.  Over the past 100 years, 4-H has stood the test of time through wars, economic depression, and 
provided youth with the skills for the future. 4-H and our world has changed a lot since 1902, and we will 
continue to do our best to meet the needs of youth around Chippewa County, Wisconsin, the United States and 
the world. 

-Best, Heidi Vanderloop Benson

Chippewa County 4-H Camp offers an excellent opportunity for 
youth to make new friends, learn new camping skills, and enjoy 
the outdoors. Again this year, the Chippewa County 4-H Forest 
Scholarship Committee has awarded funding to the 4-H Leaders 
to help offset the registration fees. 4-H camp registration is open 
to 4-Her’s between now and June 15.  Overnight campers are 
youth in grades 3-8 and day campers are in grades K-3.  Friends of 
4-Her’s registration opens 

Overnight camp is July 26-29 and Day Camp is July 27.   Follow 
these links to register:  
Overnight Camp Day Camp

The Foods & Clothing Revue will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2020 at 
the Lafayette Town Hall (please note, this is a NEW location).  The Clothing 
Revue will be held at 10 a.m. followed by the Foods Revue at 1 p.m.  Please 
follow the registration links below for more information and registration:
Foods Revue Clothing Revue

Registration for the Northern Wisconsin State Fair is being 
postponed until May 15.  At this time, registration will open to 4-H 
families ONLINE only.  A video tutorial for registering will be available 
when registrations open to help families with any questions they 
might have.  The jr. fair book will be posted by April 15 online.  

As of today, NWSF is working remotely and will have limited phone 
availability.  Please be mindful that they may not return emails and 
phone calls right away.  

Extension Staff, Fair Staff and Extension volunteers will be meeting 
virtually to make sure fair preparations are on track for July. 

The 5-8 Grade WI Adventure Experience  registration is now open!  Youth 
will be venturing to Green Bay, WI from June 16-18.  Stops include:  The 
Menominee Nation Museum, Lambeau Field, Bay Beach Nature Preserve 
and Amusement Park, and touring and eating at a pizza farm on the way 
home.  Youth will build their understanding of Wisconsin culture and 
history on this experience.  The cost of $175 includes all lodging, meals, 
admission and transportation.  Registration is due by May 15 and is open 
to the first 45 youth.  Registration and more information can be found 
here:  5-8 Grade WI Adventure Experience

Due to Wisconsin 4-H’s policies on gatherings and WFU Kamp Kenwood not allowing 
rentals this summer, all camp programs, day and overnight are cancelled.  Refunds will 
be issued once staff are back in the office, no later than July 1.  

The counselor team and committee will be meeting soon to create at home camp 
learning opportunities for your families!  We will see you July 18-21, 2021 for next year’s 
camp program!

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/01/engineering-challenge-2020.pdf&sa=D&ust=1607443546281000&usg=AOvVaw2OYJ8Cfk61hr_riy0MpQrL
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://bit.ly/3iufzxx&sa=D&ust=1607443546359000&usg=AOvVaw0JXPt1dkhKIg8sD4oqVT4P
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/03/Summer-Overnight-Camp-Registration-Form-2020.pdf&sa=D&ust=1607443546382000&usg=AOvVaw2zMmCw847OB_0z3D8Kr6f5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/03/Day-Camp-Registration-Form-1.pdf&sa=D&ust=1607443546382000&usg=AOvVaw1IcKrl0EcOC6PHOcHi60yo
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/03/Foods-Revue-Entry-Form.pdf&sa=D&ust=1607443546497000&usg=AOvVaw0oCAcxVxAE1-6UYFboQctU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/03/Registration.pdf&sa=D&ust=1607443546497000&usg=AOvVaw19pCUPEpiNbCygNHI8w0Mw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://chippewa.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/02/Registration-2020-2.pdf&sa=D&ust=1607443546527000&usg=AOvVaw2lmsD6ab70E1GR5z9yGVS5

